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Proceedings of the Asiatic Society. 


( Wednesday Evening, 13th January, 1841.) 


The Honorable H. T. Prinssp in the Chair. 

The following gentlemen were proposed as Members :— 

Capt. R. Firzceraxp, of Engineers, by the Officiating Secretary, seconded by 
Lieut A. Broome of Artillery. 

C. B. Trevor, Esq., C.S. by T. S. Torrens, Esq., seconded by the Officiating 
Secretary. 

Rasa Kuan Benapoor, Khan of Gyah, by the Honorable H. T. Prinsep, 
seconded by the Officiating Secretary. 

The following gentlemen, have been elected Office-bearers for the current year— 


President : 
The Honorable Sir Epwarp Ryan, 


Vice-Presidents : 
The Honorable Sir J. P. GRANT, 
Sir H. SETON, 
——— H. T. PRINSEP, 
-—— W. W. Bird. 


Committee of Papers : 


Major W. N. FoRBES, . C. HUFFNaAGLE, Esq., 

E. StırLING, Esq., Lieut. A. BROOME, 

N. Wa tticu, Esq., M. D. . Dr. J. J. HÆBERLIN, 

H. H. Spry, Esg., M. D. Baboo ProsoonocoMAR TAGORE. 


Professor W. B. O'SHAUGHNESSY, 


Library and Museum. 
The following books were presented :— 
Lardner’s Cabinet Cyclopedia—England; vol. 10th, .. .. se oe ss « | 
Ditto ditto—Greece, vol. 7th, .. es se eof ce ee es ee ems | 
Madras Journal of Literature and Science, No. 27 An une, 1840. Pall 
Edinburgh New Philosophical Journal, by Professor Jameson, No. 57 Anat 
See ee ee ee ee ee ee ey ee 
London, Edinburgh, and Dublin, Philosophical a and Journal of 
Science, 3rd series, vol. 17th, No. 108, August, 1840. .. .. a 
Joàrnal des Savants, Juin, 1840, De ea ue OE Oe o ee 
The Calcutta Monthly Journal, 3rd series, No. 71. October 1840, .. .. .. 
Descriptive Catalogue of the Chinese Collection in Philadelphia, 1839, 8vo. 
Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, vol. 6th, pt. 3rd; New 
series, Philadelphia, 1839, .. se se se ce oe of ce ss ce oo I 
Laws and Regulations of the American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, 
a en reer mer i ae 
Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society, vol. Ist. Nos. 7, 8, 9, 10, 
eee eee 
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Transactions of the Geological Society,of London, 2nd series, vol Sth, pt. 
3rd London, 1840 s4to.. se a oe ee osd aa cee | 
Memoir of a Geological Map of England, by G. B. Greznoucu, London, 
110 2nd "Edition, a. ial a a een aaa 
Geological Map of England and Wales, by G. B. GresnouGn, 2nd Edition, 
Aguihal LightsMund, .. a e <a ismeelaipeeleeIn so eae 
Oriental Christian Spectator, vol. Ist, No. 10, 2nd series, October 1840, za 
Map shewing the Routes from Jubbulpore to Umurkuntuk, by P. A Reynolds, 
Lardner’s Cabinet Cyclopedia—Taxidermy, .. «ss ss ss co oo eo oo 
Archæologia, or Miscellaneous Tracts relating to Antiquity, London, 1840, vol. 
Pc oe o. I oe on een I e ee 
Report of the British Association for the Advancement of Science for 1839, 8vo. 
Wilson’s Translation of Vishnu Purana, a System of Hindu ‘Mythology, Lon- 
don1840, 4to..(two copies.) .. se se cele me eE asc came 
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland, London, 
18395 N0. J0p8veie... <<. Gears so cers Gee eC) ce 
Edinburgh New Philosophical Journal, by Professor Jameson, 1839 and 
1840, Nos. 54and' 55, 8V0... co ase «6 so «so co “sgl Seu Gen 
Transactions of the Medical and Physical Society of Bombay, 1840, No. 3. 
8vo. Perera rr ey T ao ao oo aoo o 
The OAA — Journal and Repository of Intelligence, November 1840, 
Nos: 62ito 66 and 72 8v0.. ve se so es co ve ce OEEO. cn 
Magazine of Natural History, New series, No. 38, February 1840, London, .. 
The Atheneum, Londonjl8a0qptwl44. .. es o. Gwe <c- Ge. 
- Annals of Natural History, or Magazine of Zoology, Botany, n Geology, 
August and September 1840, Nos. 33 and 34, ne es eo oe se se oo 
London and Edinburgh Philosophical Magazine and Journal of Science, 3d. 
series, July and September 1840, No. 106, vol. 16th, and Nos. 107 and 109, 
VOL thjte.. qi. . ie ae eee o e 
Proceedings of the caudi Baetety. of London, 1839 and 1840, Nos. 66, val 
3d,.and: No. 65,,.volsa@thy se =o sa ao oon ne See 
Proceedings of the Numismatic Society, London, 1837-38. .... 
History of British Birds, by W. Yarrel, London, 1840, pt. 20th. .. .. «. 
Figures of Indian Plants, or ‘‘Icones Plantarum Indie Orientalis,” by R. 
Wight, Madras, 1840, Nos. 17 to 21, (stitched together, ) 4to. ma 
Annales de Chimie etde Physique par MM. Gay, Lussac et Araco, Table "i 
Tomes 31, 4 60, Paris, 1840, Go. ..e <s os so ai “Se 
Journal des Savants, Mai et Juillet, 1840, Paris, © .: «2 oc co Se am 
Korte Beschrijving van het Zuid-oostelijk Schiereiland van Celebes, &c. Door 
J. N. Vosmakr, 8vo. Tay eo do oop ee ees 
Gelehrte Anzeigen, No. 170, August 1839, (2copies)... eo oe «2 e+ oo 
Gelehrte Anzeigen Herausgegeben von Milgliedern der K. BAYER. aaa 
der Wissenschaften, Munchen, 1835 to 1839, 4to. i a.s sè 0&8 cs’ oo 
Uber die indischen Verwandtschaften im Ægyptischen, Von O. FRANK... 
Verhandelingen van het Bataviasche Genootshap, Batavia, 1838, vol. 17th, 
pts Sd'to'Sth,.. eo so oe sa ee ce ce te oe oe ee 
Ueber die alan Verwandtschaften in Ægyptischen, &c., Voi O. FRANK. 
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Ueber das Bild des Weltbaumeisters, Visvakarman, in einem der Felsentem- 1 
felspey IlloraimeIndien. Von O. FRANK. s» so os se oc se os of | 

Molliscorum species, &c. Resensuit, Dr. J. R. Rotu. Dissertatio Inaugu- 
ralis. Monachii, 1839, (presented by the author.) co sinless) cle oa o 

Sueemuietvadipika, (in Sanskrit.) .. .e os eo as “ce so os ao eos l 


The Officiating Curator submitted his Report for the month of December, 1840, from 
which the following is an extract :— 


** Osteological Department.—We have here added two skeletons (Pelican and 
Flamingo), and we shall I hope soon be provided with almirahs for the smaller 
skeletons. 

“ Mammalogical Department.—Nothing new. 

‘* Ornithological Department.—A pair of Flamingoes, a Pelican, and a Pigeon have 
been added. l i 

“ Reptiles, Fishes &c.—Nothing new. 

“ The total of additions to the Museum this month have been— 

“l. A bat Vespertilio (Murinus?) Presented by D. Grzeca, Esq.—preserved in 
spirits. 

“2. A Pigeon (Columba ?) Mr. F. M. Boucuez—stuffed and mounted. 

“3. A small tortoise, (Emys?) Mr. Nicoxas ; skeleton—mounted. 

“4. Two Pelicans, (Pelicanus onocrotalus,)—purchased. 1 skeleton, | stuffed— 
both mounted. 

5. Three Flamingoes, Pheenicopteros (Indicus?) purchased. 1 stuffed,—1 skele- 
ton, mounted. 

“ In conclusion, I beg to recommend to the Committee, that the printing of the nine 
« Catalogues, occupying the 4U pages of the book herewith sent, be commenced ; pre- 
‘ facing this series of our Museum books with an introduction, somewhat after the pro- 
s posed one annexed, for correction to this report. We shall thus, as we are framing, 
“and placing collections, be proceeding with the Catalogues, and every series so ar- 
“ ranged is then available to the student; and is placed, as far as human care can ex- 
“í tend, beyond the risk of oblivion and loss.’’ 


The proposition contained in the Report was concurred in, the Honorable the Pre- 
sident, remarking on it — 


“The Report of our acting Curator shews great attention to the duties entrusted to 
him, and I quite approve of his proposal to print the Catalogue sent round with his 
Report.” 


The Officiating Curator reported that a considerable number of duplicate specimens, 
principally of Birds, &c. were available for transmission to Europe; and he moved, that 
as many specimens of great interest to naturalists might be collected, prepared, and 
sent to England at a small expense, it was worthy the attention of the Society whether 
such might not be prepared, and sent tothe Honorable the Court of Directors, as due 
to them, from the Society. 

The Officiating Curator was instructed to prepare the duplicate Ornithological Spe- 
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cimens and Reptiles; as also the duplicates of Capt. Hutton’s Spiti Valley Geologi- 
cal collections, for transmission to the Honorable the Court of Directors, through the 
Government. 

The Officiating Secretary read to the Meeting, the following note from Mr. John 
James Mipp.Leton, who had undertaken to furnish notes on Major. E. POTTINGER’ S 
Astrolabe. 


«I have much pleasure in returning Major Potrincer’s Astrolabe, and your very 
valuable book.* It may be gratifying to you to know, that from the observations of 
Ulug Begh, I have without difficulty ascertained the forty-two stars, given on the face 
of the Astrolabe. 

« I have not yet succeeded in getting the plates finished, but they will soon be so. I 
have had them all done three times, and yetnot quite to my mind ; the lithographers wil? 
think for themselves, instead of confining themselves to mere imitation of my drawings, 
and you may imagine the consequence. I send you the drawing of the back of the 
instrument, which is the best I have got ; yet it has some defects, on account of which 
_it must be redone. I expect them all to be completed in the course of a week how- 
ever; and as all the materials for my notes are ready, you may expect the whole soon.” 


Read a letter from Dr. Oruman Frank, Professor of the University of Munich, re- 
commending to the notice of the Society, Dr. Rorn, whose intention to visit India 
is to enrich his natural knowledge; and presenting to the Society the following Treatises 


of his own, viz.— 
1. On the image of Visvakarman. 
2. On the image of Hari-hara. 
3. On the relations of India to Egypt. 


Read a letter from M. C. Visscuer, Secretary to the Batavian Society of Arts and 
Sciences, forwarding for presentation to the Socitey, the 3rd, 4th, Sth, 6th, 7th, and 8th 
parts of the 17th vol. of Dissertations, published by the Batavian Society, accompanied 
by a Chart and 15 Hlustrations. 


Read the following paper on the Mythological connection between Artemis and Nana, 
by Dr. W. E. Carte, 61st Regiment N. I. 


‘“ On the Mythological connection between Artemis and Nana. 

“NANA NANA PAO. This deity has been identified as the Grecian Artemis, 
the Ceres or Diana of the Latins, but as the analogy is as yet incomplete, an endeavour 
will be made to establish it; with this view, each of the words (Artemis and Nana) will 
be considered separately as to their etymology, in the hope of arriving at some degree 
of certainty, on so difficult a subject. 

“ First then, as to APTEMI. The commonly received etymology of this wordis; 


anp-TEéuvw, the air cleaving, but as the Greek adjective asporopuoç exists, had 


* The tables of Ulugh Beg, with Latin translation. 


1840.) Asiatic Society. - 945 


her name been derived from this source, it would have been written acooTua, and not 
Aoreue, for this reason probably Donnegan, in his Lexicon, omits this derivation 
altogether, nor does he supply another. The coin of the Emperor Commodus 
(see Brewster’s Edinburgh, Encyclopedia, Art. Numismatology, Fig. 7. Pl. 423.) 
gives a delineation of the Artemis of Ephesus, where her principal temple was situated. 
She is here represented in a cereal character, as the producer of food, in fact the words 
of Virgil— 


€ Vos ô clarissima mundi 


Lumina, labentum cælo qui ducitis annum, 

Liber et alma Ceres,’ 
prove, that the Moon and Ceres were one and the same ; further, to show the influ- 
ence the moon was supposed to possess over the vegetation process, the same author 
has— i 

‘ Ipsa dies alias alio dedit ordine Luna, 

Felices operum.’ 
and again 
‘Ipse Pater statuit quid menstrua Luna moneret,’ 


« And Horace addresses her as—‘ Prosperam Frugum.’ 
‘But to return to the coin; as before remarked, the Moon, under the name of 
Artemis, is represented on it in her cereal capacity ; the lower part of her body is im- 


mersed in the aoroOnkn or panarium, or receptacle for bread. She has many 
breasts, * betokening her fecund influence; her hands are expanded to denote libera- 


lity, and her head is surmounted by the Modius, or grain measure, and a harrow 
(possibly the symbol on the Nana coins) is attached to her by chains. All these 
are undoubtedly cereal diagnostics, and do not all assimilate with Artemis as de- 
rived from ANP-TEMVYW 5 but if the words Aproc food, bread, and input to send 
forth, produce, be taken, a compound word will be formed, which exactly coincides 
with her functions, Apresente, the producer of food; a parallel etymology is afforded 
in the word Aven (from Av@oc) a plant remarkable for the profusion of its 
flowers.—The star on the coin is probably Arcturus, from its supposed influence in 
causing rain and storms, and the stags were assigned to draw her chariot. 


«9—-NANA—Nan, wi in the Persian language signifies bread ; and Nan-i- 


kbhur-chung Sim J> wb the Moon; + kKhurchung taken as one word, means a tortoise, 
from the shell of which animal the Lyre was originally formed, but if divided into two 
separate words, viz. Khur-chung, the signification will in that case be ‘Sovereign (of 
the) Lyre.’ Nan-i-khur-chung will therefore be ‘Nan, Sovereign of the Lyre.’ 
Here then is NAN in a cereal capacity, and also connected with the Lyre, which 
instrument frequently accompanied representations of Diana as sister of Apollo.—The 
name of the Latin goddess may therefore be Dea Nana, or Diana, instead of origina- 
ting from Dies-dianus, (an adjective which has no existence in the Latin, except in 


combination, ) as is commonly conjectured. 


* As these supposed breasts are without nipples, they may represent the cakes of bread men- 


tioned when treating of Nana, further on. 


$ Wilkins’ Richardson's Dictionary word wh. 
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“ To the above, it may be added, that on several of the Nana coins, the figure on the 
obverse bears a stalk and ear of corn in one hand, and what appears to be one of 
maize in the other, while in front and under it, occur round symbols representing pro- 
bably cakes of bread. See J. A.S. vol. v. plate 3. figs. 2, 3, and 5, also plate 36 (same 
vol.) figs. 1, 2, 3, and 5. 

« In the Hindu Mythology, there is also a goddess named ‘Anna Purna Devi,’ 
(vide J. A. S. page 345, No. 54, for June 1836,) whose name is deduced from the 
Sanscrit words ‘an’ food or grain; and Purna (pronounced poorna) to fill or cause 
to abound, being synonymous with Artemis; this goddess is merely an alias of 
Luchmi, the Hindu Ceres. The similarity of Nan and An, is also obvious. 

“ From what has been above brought forward, it will not perhaps be thought unrea- 
sonable toconclude, that Artemis, Nana Rao, and Anna Poorna Devi, were identical, as 
well in name as in office ; PAO being a Sanscrit word (meaning sovereign) and not 
being easily resolved by its adopters into a feminine termination, may account for its 
retaining the masculine one, 


Read a letter from Lieut. R. Picou of Engineers, communicating through Col. D. 
Mac eop an account of the Topes of Darounta, and Caves of Bahrabad, of which the 


following is a copy. 


« I have the pleasure, herewith, to forward two boxes and some coins taken from 
the Jullalabad Topes; the third box I had previously promised to Dr. Atkinson, to 
whom it is now made over; it was similar in shape to the box No. 1, but not quite 
so large. I regret that the small gold box, with its contents, has been stolen, as it was 
the greatest curiosity of all; but the precious metal excited the cupidity of my servants, 
who have made away with it. The marble slab is too heavy to send down by Dak, 
and I have not got it with me ; indeed I am not sure that it has not been lost, but it is 
possible that it may have been left in my hut at Jullalabad. I also send you a rough 
sketch of the Bahrabad Caves, which will give an idea of the place ; I am sorry I have 
not time to make a more elaborate drawing, but must forward it rough, just as it was 
sketched. Want of time must also plead my excuse for the bareness of the few remarks 
I have penned, but no doubt your talented Secretary will be able to draw up a paper 
on the subject, should he deem it worth while.” 


The boxes with their contents, coins, and a small piece of rock crystal perforated 
were shown to the Society, and Lieut. Praou’s paper upon his discoveries read to the | 
meeting. Lithographs of the boxes with Lieut. Picov’s paper will be, the Officiating 
Secretary informed the meeting, published in an early number of the Journal, in con- 
nection with a paper by Mr. Brrp on the Kanari Topes opened by him. 


For the presentations and contributions the thanks of the Society were accorded. 


